Gift Aid
Thank you to all who Gift Aid your donations
including membership. This significantly
increases the amount we receive. We will
continue to claim Gift Aid on your donations
unless you let us know otherwise.

Autumn Newsletter 2016
Village Christmas Fair
Friday, 25th November 4-9 pm

AGM - Sat, 18th March 2017

Volunteer on the night – its fun!
Donate a cake or biscuits

Quiz Night – Sat, 18th March 2017

Contact Pam Stubbs on 01580 211013 to:
●
●
●
●

From the Chair

Donate soft toys in good condition
Offload any new, unwanted gifts
Donate bottles of wine
Provide a raffle prize

Autumn Churchyard Blitz

The beautiful south
border in May after
our Spring tidy up

Please can you spare a little time to help us on
Saturday, 22nd October from 10-12? All you
need to bring are wellies and a few gardening
tools. Tea and coffee will be provided. Please
let Andrea know if you can help on 01580
211037.
Thank you

- Sat, 22nd October,10–12

Christmas Carol Parties - Dates TBC

Contact Andrea Kirkby on 01580 211037 to:
●

Autumn Tidy up
in the Churchyard

Village Christmas Fair - Friday, 25th November, 4-9

This is our main fundraiser and we
would welcome your help. Please:

●

Diary Dates

Whatever else life throws at us there is always the
comforting presence of St. Mary’s. When you
return to the village after time away to see it is to
signal that you are home. This building which is so
important to us has stood for hundreds of years
and with care and attention will remain so for
generations to come. To that end your committee,
with your support, has worked incredibly hard to
ensure that St. Mary’s continues to be maintained,
restored and refurbished to as high a standard as
possible. The Friends committee has seen several
changes since the AGM. Sadly we said goodbye
to April Cornish who left us due to ill health. We
will miss her cool head and clear thinking and wish
her better health in 2017. However we were
pleased to welcome John McCaig who has joined
us to help David with matters financial. This
remains a temporary arrangement while we
continue our search for a more permanent
solution. There MUST be someone out there with
accountancy or book-keeping experience who
would be willing to join us as Treasurer. We're a
jolly bunch. We work hard but with a spring in our
step and a smile on our face and with a maximum
of 4 events a year plus the tower, not too onerous
a task. So the Christmas Fair is almost upon us
and miraculous though the committee is it cannot
do it without you. If you could spare 2hrs on the
night to help on a stall Andrea would love to hear
from you (01580 211037)

Contact us:
Post:
Email:
Phone:

The Secretary, Friends of St Mary's Church, 2 Grand View, Goudhurst, TN17 1AS.
admin@fsmg.org.uk
The Secretary, Friends of St Mary's Church: 01580 211037
fsmg.org.uk

Your Church Tower needs you!
This year we've taken over
organising the Church Tower
openings which take place on
most weekends between April
and September subject to
this year for future weddings, christenings.....
expenditure on the and of course the availability
fabric and
of volunteers.

We raised

£1300

maintenance of
the Church, and
met some lovely
visitors in the
process!

We'd like to have more
volunteers to ensure coverage
so if you can help us next year
please contact Andrea Kirkby
on 01580 211037

Pimms by the Pond

The Annual General Meeting
The AGM, held in the Church on Saturday
5th March 2016, was attended by about 30
members. David Nichol and Gill WallisHosken were elected to the committee. The
event provided an opportunity to say an
official farewell and thanks to Andy and
Barbara Payne who gave many years'
support to the Friends both as committee
members and volunteers. They were
presented with a camellia plant to remind
them of the one outside the church. The
official business was followed by supper and
a Quiz.

Goudhurst Village Fête
The Human Fruit Machine proved another
success alongside our Find the Wine stall
with combined takings of £251.70.
Our thanks to all those who donated wine,
laughed along with us as we donned the
red wigs and tee shirts for the Human Fruit
Machine and gave so generously.
Pimms, canapés, dancing on the decking,
and classic cars on what turned out to be
the first real evening of our hot summer! A
fun evening at Smugley Farmhouse in early
July raised £1180 and was attended by
about 90 people.
Our thanks to all who came - guests and
helpers - and of course the Weald of Kent
Morris Men who tested the strength of the
decking free of charge!

How have you helped?
So far in this financial year, we have paid
£869.65 for repairs to the Church roof valley
and ridge including the replacement of duck
boarding, missing and broken tiles and the
clearing of both running outlets.
Many of you have given generously of your
time by volunteering to help with events,
working parties and tower duty.
THANK YOU

Friends Committee
Carol Buckland
Andrea Kirkby (Secretary)
Bryan Mason
John McCaig
David Nichol (Treasurer)
Donald Sargeant
Pam Stubbs (Chair)
Gill Wallis-Hosken

