Gift Aid
You can increase the amount we receive
by Gift Aiding donations including your
membership. We will continue to claim
Gift Aid on your donations unless you let
us know otherwise.

Spring Newsletter 2016
Diary Dates

From the Chair
th

AGM at the Church

- Sat, 5 March, 7pm

Spring Tidy up
in the Churchyard

- Sat, 16th April,10–12

Goudhurst Fête

- Sat, 11th June

Summer Event

- to be arranged

Annual General Meeting
Saturday, 5th March at 7pm in the Church
We hope you will join us at our AGM where you
can enjoy a tasty two course meal for £10 pp.
Please bring your own drinks as there will not
be a bar. Supper will be followed by our usual
Quiz with different rounds to catch you out!
Please let Andrea Kirkby know by 27 th February
on 01580 211037 if you would like to attend.

Help needed please!
Each year in Spring and Autumn we organise a
Tidy Up in the Churchyard to ensure it looks its
best. Last year we pruned this camellia back
hard and look at the result now!
Please join our band of
volunteers on Saturday,
16th April from 10.00 am
to 12 noon. If you can
help, please let Andrea
know on 01580 211037.
Tea and coffee will be
provided, but please bring
your gardening kit and
wellies with you!
Thank you

I can’t think of any one of us who will not be
glad to see the back of this long, wet and windy
winter. But Spring is approaching and here are
more reasons to be cheerful. The bells ringing
out on a Sunday morning; it’s a good job the
Friends were able to pay for new bell ropes.
The sound of the clock as it chimes as it
should; yes, we paid for that repair too and the
pretty flowerbeds on the southern sunny side of
the church, soon to be bright with spring flowers
achieved with the hard work of your committee
and some willing volunteers. However our
biggest single success was the Village Night
and Christmas Fair. It proved to be our best yet!
It involves a huge amount of planning and
effort by your committee but I cannot overstate
our thanks to you, our members, who showed
enormous generosity in so many ways and it all
made a real difference. Just look what we can
do when we all pull together. The coming year
will bring its own challenges. The P.C.C. is
looking to extend the A.V. system, introduce
lighting along the path and replace both internal
and external notice boards. Patting ourselves
on the back for a successful year’s work is all
very well but as we are only too aware
maintaining a building as old as St Mary’s is like
painting the Forth Bridge, never ending. I look
forward to welcoming you all to our many
events in 2016 and if you could pitch in and
help with any of them I would be delighted to
see you.
Pam Stubbs, Chair

Do you have an email address? Please
help us save costs on printing and postage by
sending it to admin@fsmg.org.uk.
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The Secretary, Friends of St Mary's Church, 2 Grand View, Goudhurst, TN17 1AS
admin@fsmg.org.uk
The Secretary, Friends of St Mary's Church: 01580 211037
fsmg.org.uk

News of our Treasurer

Christmas Fair 2015

Many of you will have heard that Andy and Barbara
Payne have moved to Lymington. Andy has been
our Treasurer for the last two years and will be
resigning in April. They have both been selfless
supporters of the Friends of St. Mary's Church for
many years and they will be very much missed. Our
thanks to them both and we wish them happiness in
their new home.

Despite the weather, we had another
successful evening, raising a magnificent
£2,721, an increase on last year. We were
only able to achieve this through the support
of the many Friends who helped with stalls
and cakes, the shoppers, the local businesses
and craft stalls.....so thank you to you all.

Help! We need to find a New Treasurer!
This is an important and interesting role for which
support will be provided. We know that Andy has put
robust systems in place. If you are interested or
would like to propose someone for this post, please
contact the Secretary on 01580 211037.

How have you helped this year?
We have made payments in this financial year of
£3,355, mainly for roof repairs and replacement bell
ropes.
This expenditure also includes
the purchase of our Goudhurst
bags, over half of which have
already sold. Please contact
Carol Buckland for supplies on
01580 211900.

The Committee is also very grateful to the
Primary School Choir, Kilndown Community
Choir, and to Nick and Barbara Seymour for
the loan of the Fairground Organ.

Discussions are already in
hand about future expenditure.
Some of you have also helped
by volunteering for our working parties and events.
THANK YOU.

Friends Committee Members

Christmas Carol Parties
Many of you will have enjoyed the annual Carol
Parties that took place during mid December raising
£1072.55 to boost our funds. Our thanks to you and
of course to Jill Dunstall once again for co-ordinating
the evenings. Finally our thanks to the hosts and the
singers who gave of their hospitality and time so
generously.

Carol Buckland
April Cornish
Andrea Kirkby (Secretary)
Bryan Mason
Andy Payne (Treasurer)
Donald Sargeant
Pam Stubbs (Chair)
Gill Wallis-Hosken
(Tom Leathart)
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