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Spring Newsletter 2017

From the Chair

Diary Dates
AGM - Village Hall - Sat, 25th March, 6 for 6.15pm
(n.b. change from advertised date)

Quiz Night & Supper

- Sat, 25th March, 7.00pm

(n.b. change from advertised date)

Spring Tidy up
in the Churchyard

- Sat, 29th April,10–12

Goudhurst Fête

- Sat, 10th June

Annual General Meeting
Saturday, 6 for 6.15pm 25th March- Village Hall
We are ringing the changes this year and will
hold a short AGM prior to a larger fundraising
Quiz evening. These will be separate events but
we hope you will be able to come to both. Please
let Andrea Kirkby know by 11th March on 01580
211037 if you would like to attend the AGM. For
more information about the Quiz, please see
below.

Quiz Night & Supper

Saturday, 7.00pm, 25th March – Village Hall
This is a new event for us and we hope to see
both Friends' Members and those who simply
enjoy some village company with the added
delights of a good quiz and supper night! There
will be a two course meal with the first course
served on arrival and the dessert course in
between rounds. Tickets are £15 per head and
there will be a paying bar. We will have tables of
eight and numbers are limited so, to secure a
place, please contact Andrea Kirkby as soon as
possible on 01580 211037 . You can either book
a whole table of eight or she can team you up
with others. Please let her know if you need a
vegetarian or gluten free meal when booking.

This is a Quinquenniel year. St Mary’s will be
subjected to the most detailed of health checks
by specialist ecclesiastical architects followed
by a report which will undoubtedly show that
remedial work is required. How much and at
what cost is obviously as yet unknown but it will
almost certainly entail a hefty bill. We are
therefore redoubling all our efforts to fundraise
as much as possible against the outcome of
this inspection. Please volunteer for the Tower,
come and enjoy our quiz and visit us at the
Fete. This year your support is needed more
than ever.
Your hard-working committee has seen some
changes over recent months. Sadly we have
had to say goodbye to April Cornish and we
thank her for all her hard work. However we
have gained TWO treasurers. John McCaig has
joined us to deal with Gift Aid and Chris
Williams will take care of the rest. Our grateful
thanks go to David Nichol who held the fort for
almost a year and who is thankfully remaining
on the committee.

Spring is in the air.....
…...which means one thing – it's time to get
out the wellies and gardening tools!

Are you able to help tidy up the Churchyard
on Saturday, 29th April from 10.00 am to 12
noon? If so, please call Andrea on 01580
211037. Tea and coffee will be on hand,
but please bring your own gardening kit and
wellies with you. Thank you!
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Treasurer News

Merchandise

Our huge thanks to David Nicholl who acted so
efficiently as temporary treasurer and kept us on an
even keel until our new Treasurer, Chris Williams,
was welcomed on board. Chris would like to
encourage as many of you as possible to pay
subscriptions by direct debit so when yours are due
please would you consider it? If you can Gift Aid any
donations you make, including subscriptions, this will
provide a valuable source of additional funding. We
have recently spent £1872 to repair the Church
Clock and have committed to contribute to new
signs, lighting and repairing the bench on the South
Side of the Church. We anticipate the forthcoming
quinquennial review will bring requests for further
financial help to maintain the fabric of the building.

Our Goudhurst bags and tea towels will be on
sale when we open the Church Tower for the
summer months. For purchases in the
meantime, please phone Carol Buckland on
01580 211900.

Christmas Fair 2016
This was our most successful year to date with an
estimated footfall of 500 visitors. We raised a
massive £2928, up more than 10% over last year.
Many thanks to our team of volunteer helpers, cake
makers, visitors and stall holders who all contributed
to a great evening.
We are also very
grateful to the Primary
School Choir, Kilndown
Community Choir, to
Nick and Barbara
Seymour for the loan of
the Fairground Organ,
and to local businesses
and shops, many of
which stayed open for
the evening. They all
contribute to make this
such a special
Christmas event.

Christmas Carol Parties
Our thanks go to Jill Dunstall, who once again coordinated a series of enjoyable Carol evenings. We
are very grateful to the singers and hosts who gave
their support at a busy time of year, and of course to
those of you who made donations amounting to a
magnificent £902.

Church Tower – please can
you help?
This will be our second year of organising the
opening of the Church Tower on Saturdays,
Sundays and Bank Holidays between April and
September........subject of course to weddings,
christenings and the vagaries of the British
weather! Whilst we raised a welcome £1328 last
year, we could raise more if we had a larger
band of volunteers. PLEASE CAN YOU HELP
US? We need two volunteers per session which
lasts from 2.30 – 5.30 pm. Volunteers should be
under 75 years old, able to climb the 78 tower
steps and carry a mobile phone. Duties involve
opening the Tower, welcoming people to the
church, facilitating their climb to the top for a
small fee, and selling Goudhurst bags, postcards
and tea towels. We usually have a good flow of
interesting visitors, including many from abroad
and erstwhile hop pickers from London. The
proceeds go directly back into the property and
fabric of the church thus maintaining this lovely
old building for the whole community. If you can
help, please contact Andrea Kirkby on 01580
211037. Thank you.
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